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RECOGNIZING THE SOROPTIMIST 
INTERNATIONAL OF GUAM AND 
SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL 
OF MARIANAS, SOROPTIMIST 
INTERNATIONAL OF THE AMER-
ICAS FOUNDER REGION ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 26, 2004

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, this citation 
is presented to Soroptimist International of 
Guam and Soroptimist International of the 
Marianas on the occasion of the Soroptimist 
International of the Americas Founder Region 
Annual Conference from April 30 through May 
2, 2004 on Guam. 

Soroptimist International is the world’s larg-
est classified volunteer service organization for 
women in business, management, and profes-
sions with over 3,000 clubs having approxi-
mately 100,000 members in 127 countries. Its 
‘‘Founder Region’’, composed of national clubs 
hailing from the entire Pacific Rim, is so called 
because the first Soroptimist club was founded 
in Oakland, California in 1921. Its counterparts 
on Guam and the Marianas were founded in 
1978 and 1986, respectively. 

The Soroptimist of the Founder Region has 
undertaken important steps to assist women in 
their professional careers and personal lives. 
Thus, the Founder Region Fellowship offers 
fellowships and grants to women enrolled in 
graduate schools within the bounds of Found-
er Region who are in the last year of their 
doctoral studies. Furthermore, Soroptimist 
International of the Marianas and Soroptimist 
International of Guam in 1997 adopted its long 
term identifying project ‘‘Erica’s House—A 
Family Visitation Center’’, designed to be a 
support service for parents and children in 
need of visitation and exchange services. 

For the first time since 1975, when the an-
nual meeting of the Founder Region was initi-
ated, the conference is being hosted by So-
roptimist International of Guam and Sorop-
timist International of the Marianas. The con-
ference will hold the region’s annual board, 
fellowship and business meetings, elect a new 
board and present the Fellowship, Women’s 
Opportunity and Violet Richardson awards. 
Apart from having the privilege of welcoming 
the member clubs of the Founder Region, the 
conference is also important to Guam because 
one of the six women vying for a top three slot 
in the Women’s Opportunity Awards, Tricia 
Alconaba, is a native and resident of Guam. 

On behalf of the people of Guam, I want to 
congratulate the Soroptimist International of 
Guam and Soroptimist International of the 
Marianas for the important work they have 
achieved since their establishment, and ex-
tend our gratitude for their dedicated service 
to our island and our country.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RUBÉN HINOJOSA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 26, 2004

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, on March 10, 
2004, I regret that I was unavoidably detained 
in my congressional district. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on rollcalls 
32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 
44, 45, 46, 47.

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE LEGACY OF 
JEFF L. TAYLOR 

HON. CALVIN M. DOOLEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 26, 2004

Mr. DOOLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to the efforts of Jeff 
L. Taylor, former General Manager/Chief Engi-
neer/Secretary of the Kings River Conserva-
tion District in California’s San Joaquin Valley. 
Mr. Taylor passed away at his home in Fres-
no, CA on January 2, 2003, leaving behind a 
legacy of exemplary leadership in the con-
struction of public works. 

After graduating from San Jose State Col-
lege in 1957. Mr. Taylor began his engineering 
career with the Kern County Land Company 
and the Fresno Irrigation District before estab-
lishing his own engineering firm in Fresno. 
Following three years of engineering work in 
what was then East Pakistan, Mr. Taylor com-
menced a distinguished thirty-year career as 
General Manager-Chief Engineer for the Kings 
River Conservation District (KRCD) in 1972. 

While Mr. Taylor was responsible for estab-
lishing the KRCD as one of the San Joaquin 
Valley’s leading water resource agencies, he 
will forever be remembered for his tireless 
dedication to the successful construction of 
the Pine Flat Power Plant, completed in 1984. 
The power plant, situated at the base of the 
Pine Flat Dam, was the crowning achievement 
in Mr. Taylor’s visionary plan to best utilize the 
resources of the Kings River area through 
water supply and hydroelectric projects. The 
power plant possesses the capability to pro-
vide enough energy to supply a metropolitan 
area the size of Fresno. 

Mr. Taylor’s peers credited his efforts in ob-
taining the original FERC license to construct 
the power plant and lauded him for his leader-
ship over its successful construction and oper-
ation. During Mr. Taylor’s tenure as General 
Manager, the KRCD also worked to protect 
Kings River environmental resources, pro-
moted better on-farm water management, and 
confronted the area’s groundwater overdraft 
problems. 

April 2004 marks the 20th anniversary of the 
power plant’s original dedication, and the 
KRCD has voted to re-name the Pine Flat 
Power Plant the Jeff L. Taylor Pine Flat Power 

Plant. Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in commemorating the distinguished efforts 
of Jeff L. Taylor and his record of service to 
his community on this special occasion.

f 

HONORING THE LATE SGT. YIHJYH 
‘‘EDDIE’’ L. CHEN 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 26, 2004

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor the late Sgt. Yihjyh ‘‘Eddie’’ L. Chen 
who was killed on April 4 while supporting Op-
eration Enduring Freedom in Baghdad, Iraq. 

Sgt. Chen was born in Taiwan on July 7, 
1972 to Chen-Pin Chen and Yu-Meei Chen. 
His parents immigrated to Saipan and later to 
Guam where Sgt. Chen was planning to re-
turn. He has three brothers, Chi-Chong Wang, 
Chi-Hong Wang, and Sgt. I-Chia ‘‘Virgil’’ Chen, 
and a sister, Mei-Chuang Wang. 

Sgt. Chen graduated from Marianas High 
School in 1990 and went on to serve as a po-
lice officer in the Northern Marianas Depart-
ment of Public Safety until he joined the Army 
in January 2000. 

Sgt. Chen will be remembered by those 
close to him as a bright, hard-working friend 
who was always ready to offer his assistance 
to those in need. America will remember him 
for his courage and commitment to our coun-
try. He has made the ultimate sacrifice. He is 
our hero. 

On behalf of the people of Guam, I want to 
extend our deepest condolences to Mr. and 
Mrs. Chen and their family on the loss of their 
beloved son, brother, uncle, friend.

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RUBÉN HINOJOSA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 26, 2004

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I regret that I 
was unavoidably detained in my congressional 
district attending the funeral of one of my con-
stituents, a soldier killed in Iraq. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall 
130. I would have voted ‘‘no’’ on rollcalls 126, 
127, 128, and 129.

f 

COMMEMORATING THE ARMENIAN 
GENOCIDE 

HON. CALVIN M. DOOLEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 26, 2004

Mr. DOOLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to join my colleagues in remem-
brance of the Armenian Genocide. 
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This terrible human tragedy must not be for-

gotten. Like the Holocaust, the Armenian 
Genocide stands as a tragic example of the 
human suffering that results from hatred and 
intolerance. 

The Ottoman Turkish Empire between 1915 
and 1923 massacred one and a half million 
Armenian people. More than 500,000 Arme-
nians were exiled from a homeland that their 
ancestors had occupied for more than 3,000 
years. A race of people was nearly eliminated. 

It would be an even greater tragedy to for-
get that the Armenian Genocide ever hap-
pened. To not recognize the horror of such 
events almost assures their repetition in the 
future. Adolf Hitler, in preparing his genocide 
plans for the Jews, predicted that no one 
would remember the atrocities he was about 
to unleash. After all, he asked, ‘‘Who remem-
bers the Armenians?’’ 

Our statements today are intended to pre-
serve the memory of the Armenian loss, and 
to remind the world that the Turkish govern-
ment—to this day—refuses to acknowledge 
the Armenian Genocide. The truth of this trag-
edy can never and should never be denied. 

And we must also be mindful of the current 
suffering of the Armenian, where the Armenian 
people are still immersed in tragedy and vio-
lence. The unrest between Armenia and Azer-
baijan continues in Nagorno-Karabakh. Thou-
sands of innocent people have already per-
ished in this dispute, and many more have 
been displaced and are homeless. 

In the face of this difficult situation we have 
an opportunity for reconciliation. Now is the 
time for Armenia and its neighbors to come to-
gether and work toward building relationships 
that will assure lasting peace. 

Meanwhile, in America, the Armenian-Amer-
ican community continues to thrive and to pro-
vide assistance and solidarity to its country-
men and women abroad. The Armenian-Amer-
ican community is bound together by strong 
generational and family ties, an enduring work 
ethic and a proud sense of ethnic heritage. 
Today we recall the tragedy of their past, not 
to replace blame, but to answer a fundamental 
question, ‘‘Who remembers the Armenians?’’ 

Our commemoration of the Armenian Geno-
cide speaks directly to that, and I answer, we 
do.

f 

SENATOR PAUL SIMON FEDERAL 
BUILDING 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 21, 2004

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I am very 
pleased to support S. 2022, a bill to honor our 
former House and Senate colleague Paul 
Simon and I commend Mr. Costello for intro-
ducing the House companion bill H.R. 3713. 
Both House and Senate bills have bi-partisan 
support. 

Paul Simon began his public career in 1954 
with his election to the Illinois House. In 1962, 
he advanced to the Illinois Senate and in 1968 
he was elected Lieutenant Governor. During 
his 14 years in the state legislature he won 
the Independent Voters of Illinois ‘‘Best Legis-
lator Award’’ in every session. 

After teaching at Sangamon State Univer-
sity, and the John F. Kennedy School of Gov-

ernment at Harvard, Simon returned to public 
life in 1974 with his election to the U.S. House 
of Representatives. In 1984 he upset Senator 
Percy to win a seat in the U.S. Senate. In 
1990 he won re-election to the Senate by de-
feating his opponent with 65 percent of the 
vote and by nearly a million votes—the largest 
plurality of any contested candidate for sen-
ator of either party that year. 

In the Senate he become the champion of 
new, direct college loan programs, and was 
the chief democratic sponsor of the balanced 
budget amendment. He was active in address-
ing violence in television programming, and 
wrote the National Literacy Act, the Job Train-
ing partnership amendments, and several pro-
visions of the 1994 Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act. 

Simon held numerous honorary degrees 
and wrote several books on such topics as 
world hunger, political science, historical biog-
raphies, and monetary policy. Paul Simon was 
a true gentleman, thoughtful and courteous. 
The American public benefited from his serv-
ice both in House and Senate. 

Upon his retirement and until his untimely 
death in December 2003, Senator Simon 
taught political science and journalism at 
Southern Illinois University—Carbondale cam-
pus. 

It is most fitting and proper we honor the 
legacy of our colleague and friend with this 
designation. I urge support for S. 2022.

f 

RABBI ISRAEL ZOBERMAN OF VIR-
GINIA BEACH, VA, THE FOUND-
ING RABBI OF CONGREGATION 
BETH CHAVERIM IN VIRGINIA 
BEACH, ON HIS CELEBRATION OF 
30 YEARS IN THE RABBINIC MIN-
ISTRY 

HON. J. RANDY FORBES 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, April 26, 2004

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Rabbi Israel Zoberman, rabbi of 
Congregation Beth Chaverim in Virginia 
Beach, on his celebration of 30 years in Rab-
binic Ministry. 

Rabbi Zobermarn is the first rabbi to earn a 
doctor of ministry degree from McCormick 
Theological Seminary, affiliated with the Pres-
byterian Church, USA. 

From 1985 to 1995 Rabbi Zoberman’s syna-
gogue was the only one in the world to meet 
in a Catholic facility, the Church of the Ascen-
sion in Virginia Beach. While at the Church of 
the Ascension in 1993, Rabbi Zoberman in-
vited Muslims to join in the first Jewish-Muslim 
joint prayer in Tidewater, celebrating the be-
ginning of the peace process in the Middle 
East. 

With a penchant for community and a nat-
ural leader, Rabbi Zoberman became the first 
rabbi to serve as Chair of the Community Re-
lations Council of the United Jewish Federa-
tion of Tidewater; the first rabbi from Hampton 
Roads to serve on the National Board of Di-
rectors of The Jewish Council for Public Af-
fairs; and the first rabbi to serve as President 
of the Virginia Beach Clergy Association. 
Rabbi Zoberman has twice served as presi-
dent of the Hampton Roads Board of Rabbis. 

Rabbi Zoberman is the only rabbi who is a 
volunteer police chaplain in Hampton Roads, 

serving with the Virginia Beach Police Depart-
ment. 

In recognition of his many pioneering activi-
ties on behalf of the Hampton Roads commu-
nity, Cox Cable recognized Rabbi Zoberman 
in 1989 as a ‘‘Great Citizen of Hampton 
Roads’’. 

In 1999, Mayor Meyera Oberndorf of Vir-
ginia Beach proclaimed April 23, 1999 as 
‘‘Israel Zoberman Day’’ upon his 25th anniver-
sary in rabbinic ministry, and his alma mater, 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Reli-
gion in Cincinnati awarded him an honorary 
doctor of divinity degree. 

Throughout his 30-year career in Virginia 
Beach, Rabbi Zoberman has consistently 
demonstrated a remarkable spirit of ecu-
menism in his relations with leaders of other 
faiths and an equal level of enthusiasm for 
serving the Hampton Roads community. Be-
cause of Rabbi Israel Zoberman’s resounding 
success, and his dedicated years of service 
the Hampton Roads community has benefited 
immensely from his leadership. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring 
Rabbi Israel Zoberman for his leadership, his 
commitment to Rabbinic Ministry and the 
many contributions he has made to his com-
munity.

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE POLIO VAC-
CINE FIELD TRIALS 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, April 26, 2004

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to join 
the March of Dimes in commemorating the 
50th anniversary of the polio vaccine field 
trials. This day in April holds great significance 
for the nation as it was this day in 1954 that 
the first dose of the Salk vaccine was distrib-
uted to children at Franklin Sherman Elemen-
tary school in McLean, Virginia, as part of the 
National Field Trial Program. 

On that April day, thousands of parents 
drove their school-age children to designated 
sites across the country for immunizations of 
an experimental vaccine that they hoped 
would stop the raging polio epidemic that was 
leaving young Americans paralyzed and even, 
in some cases, dead. Organized by the March 
of Dimes, this was the largest voluntary clin-
ical field trial ever undertaken. 

One year later, some 1.8 million children, 
known as the ‘‘Polio Pioneers’’ in 44 states 
from Maine to California eventually took part in 
the three-inoculation sequence—about 4,000 
children just at Franklin Sherman. Following 
these trials, the Salk vaccine was declared 
safe, potent and effective and polio was vir-
tually eliminated from North America. By the 
end of 2003, poliomyelitis had been eliminated 
worldwide in all but six countries. 

The March of Dimes, formerly known as the 
National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis, 
funded Dr. Jonas Salk’s groundbreaking work 
on the Salk polio vaccine and then, through its 
volunteers and health networks, organized the 
vaccination clinics, record keeping, parents’ 
meetings, blood samplings, stand-by transpor-
tation, and make-up clinics for absentees at 
each of the clinical trial sites. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my colleagues to 
join me today in commemorating April 26 as 
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